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Forum Theatre: Examining Oppressive
Systems, Exploring Concrete Options

Facilitator: Julian Boal

Description: Far too many times we see Forum Theatre that individualizes problems that actually arise inst
very structures of our societies. That individualization leads to at least two problems. First, it suggests tha
arise from the free will or personal perspectives of evildoers. But of course oppression does not work that
man during apartheid, for example, benefited from racism regardless of whether or not that person held con
personal opinions. Second, to individualize problems implies that it is the responsibility of single individual:
against oppressions that are larger in scope than the individuals themselves. For example, to stress wt
woman can do at the very moment she is under the threat of being beaten up by her husband reinforces t
idea that she is personally responsible for that violence—or for stopping it herself. This workshop--through g:
es, and techniques--will focus on finding ways to portray oppressive systems rather than just staging people
"bad" behavior. In this workshop, participants will gain experience with a variety of Theatre of the Oppresse
create original Forum Theatre scenes, and discuss the role of the joker figure in Theatre of the Oppressec
created by the participants will be shared at the opening of the 2018 PTO conference.

Facilitator Bio: Julian Boal was a founding member of different collectives in France. He is now part of th
Teatro Popular in Brazil. He has realized workshops and projects in more than 20 countries, and he helped
tion of Theatre of the Oppressed festivals in India with Jana Sanskriti, in Europe with Pa’tothom, and in S
ZLWK &72 5LR -XOLDQ VHUYHG DV DVVLVWDQW SOD\ZULJKW IRU
LPSRUWDQW SROLWLFDO WKHDWUH FRPSDQLHYV -XOLDQ LV WKHF
ODU +XFLWHF FR HGLWRU RI 7TKHDWUH RI WKH 2SSUHVVHG
Brazil.

Dates: 7XHVGD\ -XQH WKURXJK 7KXUVGD\ -XQH
Times: D P WR S P ZLWK IRRG EUHDNYV

$Q HYHQLQJ )RUXP 7KHDWUH HYHQW ZLOO RSH IIHI

Cost: 200 USD

Registration: www.ptoweb.org \
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